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Matthew Alan Sandell, age 42, of Waseca has been criminally charged with five felony counts of 
Controlled Substance Crime violations.  These violations include one count of Controlled Substance 
Crime in the First Degree – Sale, three counts of Controlled Substance Crime in the Second Degree 
– Sale, and one count of Controlled Substance Crime in the fourth Degree - Sale.  Mr. Sandell sold 
varying quantities of cocaine and oxycodone tablets from March 20, 2008 to May 15, 2008 to an 
individual at The Chance Bar, outside The Chance Bar, and at a residence in Waseca.  Mr. Sandell 
is scheduled to appear in Waseca District Court on March 5, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

Cory Cameron Shakal, age 21, of Waseca has been criminally charged with one count of Criminal 
Sexual Conduct in the Third Degree.  On February 6, 2009, Mr. Shakal used force or coersion to 
accomplish sexual penetration with a female victim.  Mr. Shakal was arrested on February 7, 2009 
and held until a court appearance on February 9, 2009 where conditions of release were set by the 
District Court.  Mr. Shakal remains in custody at the Waseca County Jail.  His next court 
appearance is scheduled for March 3, 2009 at 1:15 p.m.

On January 31, 2009 at approximately 2000 hours, the Waseca Police Department received a 
possible kidnapping/abduction at gun point complaint involving a female victim.  The female victim 
allegedly was abducted from the Waseca Manor Apartments by a male acquaintance and taken to a 
West St. Paul address.  With the assistance of the MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA), 
West St. Paul Police Department, and the St. Paul Police Department, the alleged victim was 
located on February 1, 2009 in the early morning hours.  The alleged suspect was also located, 
questioned, and later released.  This case remains under investigation by the Waseca Police 
Department and no criminal charges have been filed as of yet.  
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The Mission of the drug task force is to “coordinate efforts to apprehend and prosecute drug 
offenders”.  Currently, the membership consists of the cities of Albert Lea, Blooming Prairie, Blue 
Earth, Owatonna, Janesville, Waseca, Wells, and the counties of Faribault, Freeborn, Steele, and 
Waseca.  The task force has an annual budget of $202,500 with $160,000 coming from the Office of 
Justice Programs (Byrne/JAG funds) and $42,500 of “cash match” funds from the membership.  
The 2008 budget is made up of personnel, contract services, training, vehicle, office expenses, program 
expenses, other expenses, and confidential funds.  The largest expenditure is confidential funds!

TOTAL INVESTIGATIONS        DRUGS PURCHASED IN 2008        DRUGS SEIZED IN 2008
99 narcotics investigations                      550 grams of cocaine        244 grams of cocaine
92 total arrests                  4 grams of heroin        57 grams of methamphetamine
103 people charged                  5 marijuana plants        232 pounds of marijuana
50 search warrants                  15 dosage units of ecstasy       2,144 marijuana plants
5 consent searches                  12 grams of crack        332 grams of mushrooms
2 meth labs dismantled                 54 dosage units of prescription meds      35 dosage units of pres. meds
4 marijuana grow operations                 31 grams of methamphetamine     

PRESENTATIONS
31 presentations
Outreach close to 1,500 people
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