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The Waseca Police Department (WPD) 
was awarded $2,495 through the 
Rosenau Law Enforcement Fund.  The 
fund is administrated by the Waseca 
Area Foundation with significant oversight 
by Paul and Sue Rosenau.  The WPD 
purchased a Cyanovac III Combo Chamber for processing latent fingerprints.  
Glue-fuming under vacuum improves latent fingerprint development in every way.  It is 
not only faster, but the fumes are distributed far more evenly.  I am not aware of any law 
enforcement agency in the region that possesses this type of technology.  We welcome 
cutting-edge technology and are most grateful of the Rosenau’s generous gift and their 
willingness to advance the field of law enforcement.  

On January 28th, 2010, the Waseca Head Start Program was conducted for two groups 
of children.  Officer Thornhill spoke to the children about what policemen do and what 
tasks they are responsible for, as well as proper use of 911 and what happens when the 
number is called.  He also showed the groups what officers carry on their duty belts.  Each 
child was given a sticker badge and a “Policemen Are Your Friends” coloring book which 
they will color and put up in their classrooms.

On February 1, 2010, the South Central SWAT Team, consisting of officers from the Waseca 
Police Department, assisted Rice County on the report of a shooting suspect.

On Thursday, January 28th 2010 the Waseca Police Department awarded John Hurlimann 
the Rising Star Award for his brave acts on 
December 25, 2009.

Mr. Hurlimann was visiting his mother at 
Maple Terrace on Christmas Day when he 
heard a scream from someone next door, 
asking for help.  Mr. Hurlimann rushed out 
into the hallway and saw the man pointing 
at another man running to the elevator. 
The victim said the man stole his money. 
Mr. Hurlimann chased after the man and 
tackled him, holding him until police arrived.

Mr. Hurlimann, who received injuries during the struggle to keep the offender in the 
building, said he did what anyone else would have done in the same situation. 
Unfortunately, this is not always the case and the WPD thanks Mr. Hurlimann for his bravery 
that helped put an offender in custody.


