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2010 Kosiak Memorial Award

Seat Belt Safety Project

On May 27, 2010, Ms. Connie Larson of Waseca was 
presented with the 2010 Kosiak Memorial Award for her 
outstanding service to crime victims in Minnesota.   This 
presentation was done at the annual Office of Justice 
Conference in Brainerd. The Kosiak Memorial Award 
recognizes exceptional service to crime victims by a 
volunteer and Ms. Larson’s actions are clearly deserving of 
this recognition.    

Ms. Larson is a founding member of the Waseca County 
General Crime Victims Office and is a citizen 
representative on the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines 
Commission.  She has spoken at public events about her 
experiences with the criminal justice system and why she 
is so committed to assisting crime victims.  Additionally, 
there have been countless times that she has met privately with crime victims throughout Minnesota and 
has provided support and guidance to them.  She has personally attended court proceedings with victims, 
has supported crime victims in meetings with law enforcement officers, has visited them in hospitals, and 
has helped crime victims with their transportation and financial needs.  These actions are all done 
confidentially, voluntarily, and she is not monetarily compensated. 
     
The Waseca Police Department nominated Ms. Larson for this award because of her  dedication to all 
citizens, including crime victims and their families, in Minnesota.   

On May 28th, 2010 officers of the Waseca Police Department along 
with South Central Emergency Medical Services from Region 9 provided 
information for students from Waseca High School about seat belt usage. 
A rollover simulator was brought to the school. This simulator shows how a person is ejected from a 
vehicle. Along with the simulator, numerous handouts about seat belt usage and texting were given to the 
attending students.  

On May 25th and 28th an informal survey was conducted by officers of the Waseca Police Department on 
seat belt usage. Members of the Police Department counted 604 vehicles with 931 occupants on the 25th, 
of which 810, or 86%, of the occupants were using their seat belts and 121, or 14%, were not.  On the 28th, 
another survey was done and 347 cars were counted going to and from the high school area, with 533 
occupants.  Of the 533 occupants, 505 were wearing seatbelts and 28 were not, which is a 94.75% usage 
and 5.25% non-usage.  During the month of May, 49 citations were issued for no seatbelt and 24 warnings 
for non-usage as well.  

Ms. Larson (right) with Waseca County
General Crime Victim Advocate Mary Harders


